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1 Presidential column 
 
In many ways we are entering into the next industrial revolution with developments in technology and the 
internet fundamentally changing how we do business, teach and research. This digital escalation provides great 
opportunities but also challenges. Also, it means that system outages can have immense adverse impacts for us. 
 
These technological changes are likely to have major ramifications for the professions that we teach into such as 
accounting and law. Indeed, the tax profession is likely to see major changes with technology potentially 
replacing a number of functions previously undertaken. Also I suggest there will be a greater blurring of the 
boundaries between the business advisors of accountants, lawyers and financial planners. This conception of the 
‘future professional’ is critical for us to consider when we approach teaching our courses, not only in terms of 
content, but also the skills our students will need for their future careers. It could be the skills of research, 
critical thinking, problem solving and communication are just as important (if not more so) than the tax 
technical knowledge that we impart. 
 
To this extent the Inspector General of Taxation has announced a review into the ‘Future of the tax profession’. 
This review will focus on such things as the opportunities, risks and challenges presented by new technological, 
social, policy and regulatory developments on the administration of the tax system. I urge ATTA members to 
consider making a submission to the review which are due by 28 July 2017 (see details below). 
 
It is with great pleasure that I can advise that applications are now open for ATTA’s Promoting Women in Tax 
Academia Scholarship. This scholarship not only provides financial support to attend ATTA’s conference but 
also mentoring from a leading female tax scholar. I urge our female colleagues at the lecturer/senior lecturer 
level to consider applying (see details below). 
 
I also remind colleagues to consider nominations for the ATTA Hill Medal for those who have made an 
outstanding contribution to Australasian tax teaching and policy (see details below). 
 
All the best (& I hope to see many of you at the upcoming Qld Tax Researchers Symposium on 3 July). 
 
Brett Freudenberg 
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2 Call for Past ATTA Conference Papers 
 
The ATTA Executive have committed funds towards the 'Digitisation of Past ATTA Conference 
Papers'.  
 
Currently on the Pandora site (http://pandora.nla.gov.au/tep/2352) conference papers from all the 
conferences held between 1996 to 2016 have been digitised and can be assessed by members.  The 
papers from the 1998 (University of Sydney) and 1997 (University of Auckland) conferences are 
missing and we would like to call on ATTA members to submit any papers they may have 
presented at these conferences so that they can be recorded with the others within this time period. 
+ 
Pre-1996 papers…. 
 
It is also important to record the history of ATTA and the conference papers that have been 
presented over its lifetime.  The papers can demonstrate the valuable contribution members have 
made to taxation literature and the taxation profession since its inception. Many of these early 
papers are the starting point for current researchers of today.  We would like to ask members to 
look through their old papers that may be sitting in boxes, on USBs’ or computer drives that date 
back past and including 1995 and forward them to Annette Morgan (Curtin University) who has 
been appointed as the ATTA Executive Member to help coordinate this process and arrange for the 
digitisation of the papers on the Pandora site. 
 
All papers can be forwarded to Annette Morgan either by email annette.morgan@cbs.curtin.edu.au 
or posted to Annette Morgan c/o Curtin Law School, GPO Box U1987, Perth, WA, 6845.  Please 
feel free to call Annette on either 08 9266 7106 or 042284439 if you wish to discuss the papers 
you may have.   
It would be great if we could look back on some of these papers that help shaped the views and 
concepts of the early researchers at the upcoming 30th ATTA conference in Melbourne next 
January. 
So please take the time during the upcoming semester breaks to do a bit of spring cleaning and 
forward your treasures to Annette. 
 
Annette Morgan 
 
 
3 ATTA Hill Medal  
 
The ATTA Hill Medal was first introduced in 2000 and is awarded in recognition of outstanding 
contribution to Australasian tax teaching and policy. The ATTA Hill Medal is awarded at the 
discretion of the ATTA Executive based on nomination. As this Medal is awarded to recognise an 
outstanding contribution the expectation is that, if a Medal is awarded at ATTA’s Annual 
Conference, then at most one person will be recognised. In exceptional situations where there are 
two equal nominees in a year two Medals may be awarded.  
 
Nominations on the attached form need to be forwarded to Brett Freudenberg (President) via 
email: b.freudenberg@griffith.edu.au, by 31 July 2017.  
 
Nominations must address:  

(a) Australasian tax teaching: To support the case put forward for how the nominee has made 
an outstanding contribution to the craft and scholarship of tax teaching, the nomination 
should provide support through concrete examples, evidence of recognition of excellence 
and metrics of impact (where available).  

(b) Australasian tax policy: Australasian tax policy is to be interpreted broadly and 
encompasses: academic scholarship; engagement and leadership in tax policy debates and 
development; and public advocacy.  

The nomination should provide support through concrete examples, evidence of recognition of 
excellence and metrics of impact (where available).  
 



Process:  
 
Receipt of nominations (with an accompanying brief CV, if available), will be acknowledged 
and the details of the nomination and identity of the nominee will be kept confidential.  
 
The decision of the Executive is final and no correspondence will be entered into after that 
decision is made. The fact that a nominee is not awarded the Medal does not mean that they 
cannot be nominated in a subsequent year.  
 
Details of previous recipients of the ATTA Hill Medal can be found at: 
https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-
teachersassociation/atta-medal 

 

2017 Nomination Form for the ATTA Hill Medal 
 
Name of Nominee:   ____________________________________ 
 
Area(s) for nomination: 
 Outstanding contribution to tax teaching; and/or 
 Outstanding contribution to tax policy 

 
Statement of Support for Nomination (Please use up to 2 pages, typed) 
 
Please attach supporting evidence 
 
Name and contact details of Nominator: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4 ATTA’s 30th Conference 
 
We invite you to submit a paper to the upcoming Australasian Tax Teachers’ 

Association’s 30th Annual Conference. The theme of the conference is "Sharing the 

Burden- Tax Reform's Shifting Winners and Losers".    

The Monash Business School at Monash University will host the conference at the 

Caulfield Campus in Melbourne from 17 to 19 January 2018.  Melbourne is an exciting 

place to be over the summer. Delegates’ partners and family members can enjoy the 

Australian Open Tennis, cricket, beaches, cultural activities and festivals.  The Welcome 

Reception on Wednesday evening, 17 January, will be at our new rooftop centre at the 

Caulfield Campus. The conference dinner on Thursday night, 18 January, will be at the 

Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), which is next to the Tennis Centre.     

Call for Abstracts 

We encourage papers on the conference theme, but welcome papers on any aspect of 

taxation, including the scholarship of tax teaching and learning. We also encourage 

current PhD students to submit an abstract for a symposium on Wednesday 17 January 

2018 where they can present their work.   

Six conference fee scholarships will be provided for PhD students.  Please complete the 

scholarship application form (available on the conference website shortly) by Monday 14 

August 2017 if you wish to be considered for a scholarship.    

Prizes for the best tax research paper and the best PhD student paper will be awarded. 

https://www.business.unsw.edu.au/about/schools/taxation-business-law/australasian-tax-teachersassociation/atta-medal
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If you wish to present at the main conference, email your abstract of no more than 500 

words to: 

Ken Devos:  ken.devos@monash.edu, or  

Diane Kraal: diane.kraal@monash.edu  

by Monday 14 August 2017.  We will advise you of acceptance by Friday 1 September 

2017.   

If you wish to present at the PhD symposium, email your abstract to: 

Toan Le: Toan.Le@monash.edu by Monday 14 August 2017.  We will advise you of 

acceptance by Friday 1 September 2017.     

See conference fees below for registration which will be open soon. 

Super early bird by 15 September 2017 $450 

Early bird by 2 October 2017 $500 

Normal registration by 30 November 2017 $550  

Single day registration Thursday 18 January 2018 (excluding conference dinner) $165 

Two day registration Thursday 18 and Friday 19 January 2018 (excluding conference 

dinner) $350 

Accommodation Options 

As January is a busy time of year in Melbourne, it is highly recommended that you book 

your accommodation promptly. Please see below accommodation options which have 

been allocated for conference delegates. 

Quest On Bourke 
 
1 Bedroom standard apartment - $169 per night 
1 Bedroom deluxe apartment - $199 per night 
 
When booking please use Corporate code:- ATTA2018. The corporate room rate will not 
be offered if code is not given at time of booking. 
 
Punthill Apartments Flinders Lane 
 
Studio Apartment - $227 per night 
1 Bedroom Apartment - $247 per night 
 
When booking please use Reference No. 637501. The corporate room rate will not be 
offered if code is not given at time of booking. 
 
Guests will need to advise they are calling to book at Punthill Apartments Flinders Lane. 
 
Punthill Apartments South Yarra 
 
Studio Apartment - $230 per night 
1 Bedroom Apartment - $250 per night 
 
When booking please use Reference No. 637501.  The corporate room rate will not be 
offered if reference number is not given at time of booking. 
 
Guests will need to advise they are calling to book at Punthill Apartments South Yarra. 
 

mailto:ken.devos@monash.edu
mailto:diane.kraal@monash.edu
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More details about the conference will be available in the July newsletter when the 

official web site is up.    

If you have any questions please contact: 

Ken Devos:  ken.devos@monash.edu 

Diane Kraal: diane.kraal@monash.edu  

Jonathon Teoh: jonathan.teoh@monash.edu> 

 
 
5 Arrivals, departures and honours 
 
 
Duncan Bentley was appointed Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) at Swinburne 
University in 2016 and remains Emeritus Professor at Victoria University and a Visiting 
Professorial Fellow at UNSW Sydney in the School of Taxation & Business Law. 
 

********** 
 
John Passant has joined as a lecturer, the School of Business, Charles Darwin University 
at its Sydney campus. 
 

********** 
 
6 Tax Teachers Discussion Group 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
Thank you for those of you who have already expressed an interest in joining the ‘Tax 
Teachers Discussion Group: The forum for new perspectives on tax teaching’. It’s not too 
late to join if you haven’t already done so, and everyone is welcome!  
 
Our group aims to discuss in an informal way the issues surrounding tax teaching and 
share effective teaching strategies amongst cross-institutional colleagues. These may 
include issues of curriculum design, the extent courses should review issues of tax policy, 
the incorporation of teaching technologies in courses, and ethical issues and tax. 
 
Our inaugural dinner (sponsored by LexisNexis) will be held on 10 August 2017 in 
the Sydney CBD. 
 
Please advise us of your interest so that we can add you to our mailing list. 
 
Malcolm Voyce 
Macquarie Law School 
malcolm.voyce@mq.edu.au  

Ann Kayis-Kumar 
UNSW School of Taxation & 
Business Law 
a.kayis@unsw.edu.au  

 
 
7 Promoting Women in Tax Academia Scholarship – Call for applications 
 
 
ATTA recognises that although around half of all tax academics in Australia and New 
Zealand are women, women are underrepresented at the higher academic levels. 
Professors are more than twice as likely to be male as female. Associate professors are 
twice as likely and senior lecturers nearly twice as likely to be male.  It is only at the 
lecturer level that females outnumber males. 
 

mailto:ken.devos@monash.edu
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It has therefore been decided to offer 1 scholarship each year valued at $1,000 to a 
woman applicant at the lecturer/senior lecturer level to assist them to attend and present a 
paper at the annual ATTA Conference. 
 
Academics must make a case for the funding on the basis that they have no, or inadequate 
funding from their home university. The successful applicant would commit to present a 
paper at the conference, with the intention that it would be turned into a ranked (either 
ABDC or law appropriate) publication. Both the conference paper and publication would 
state that the author was supported by the ATTA Promoting Women in Tax Academia 
Scholarship. The successful applicant will be mentored by a senior woman tax academic 
in order to assist them towards gaining this publication. This mentor will not be a co-
author. 
 
Please submit your application on the form attached to the newsletter by Wednesday 30 
August 2017 if you wish to be considered for the scholarship.  
 
Applications should be emailed to Associate Professor Lisa Marriott (Vice President – 
ATTA) at Lisa.Marriott@vuw.ac.nz 
 
The successful applicant will be selected by a panel made up of senior female members of 
ATTA. The panel’s decision will be communicated to the successful applicant within 
approximately 4 weeks after the closing date. Its decision will be final. 
 

ATTA Promoting Women in Tax Academia Scholarship  
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SCHOLARSHIP 

to attend the annual 2018 ATTA Conference 
[from 17th January to 19 January 2018 at Monash University (Melbourne)] 

 
Name of applicant  
Institution where the 

applicant is employed 
 

Academic level   
Year commenced ongoing 

employment as an 
academic 

 

Research Paper Title  
 

Summary of proposed paper (maximum 500 words) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Budget Justification for use of $1,000: 

 

Conference Registration  

Airfares  
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Accommodation  

Per diem  

Taxis and incidentals  

 

Statement regarding any additional conference funding available from the 
applicant’s home institution: 

 

 
 
 
Signature of Applicant:  ___________________ 

 

Date: _________________________________ 

 

=========================================================
===== 
 
 
 
8 Postdoctoral Fellowship Opportunities at Melbourne Law School 
 
There are two postdoctoral fellowship opportunities currently available at Melbourne Law 
School: the University of Melbourne’s McKenzie Postdoctoral Fellowship and the 
Melbourne Law School Postdoctoral Fellowship. Fellows will be employed at Level A6 
(approx. AUD $87,000 p.a.) for three years (McKenzie) or two years (MLS). McKenzie 
Fellows will receive an additional $25,000 research project fund for the duration of their 
Fellowship; MLS Postdoctoral Fellows will receive $15,000. Fellowships commence in 
the period 1 January to 30 June 2018 (and preferably before 31 March 2018). 
 
The Fellowships are open to recently graduated PhD students of any nationality. 
Applicants must have been awarded their PhD from 1 January 2015. The deadline for 
Melbourne Law School Postdoctoral Fellowship applications is Sunday 16 July 2017. The 
deadline for the McKenzie Postdoctoral Fellow expression of interest is Friday 28 July 
2017.  
 
Further information about these two opportunities for early career researchers to join 
Melbourne Law School is available here <http://law.unimelb.edu.au/research/for-
researchers/ecr/ecr-opportunities>. 
 
 
9 New Zealand developments 
 
The 2017 Budget was announced on 25th May.  It appears to be a typical election year 
budget - there was something for almost everyone and nothing particularly contentious.  
Many items were signalled or announced prior to the budget, so there were few surprises.  
The key changes are outlined below: 
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• There were no changes in income tax rates, but there was movement in the two lowest income 
tax thresholds.  From 1 April 2018 the lowest income tax threshold increases from $14,000 to 
$22,000 and the next threshold (which was $14,000 - $48,000) moves to $22,000 -$52,000.  It 
has been seven years since the rates and thresholds have moved, so this was a welcome 
change.   

• The Independent Earner Tax Credit of $10/week was discontinued.    
• The abatement rate for Working for Families Tax Credits was raised and the abatement 

threshold was reduced.  This had been signalled, but nonetheless was surprising given that the 
abatement rates are high and they have become more punitive over the past six years (in 2011, 
20c of tax credits abated for each $1 earned over $36,350; this increased to 21.5c, then to 
22.5c and is now 25c per $35,000).  Thus, someone earning income at the abatement level will 
have an effective marginal tax rate of 42.5%.  The poverty threshold in New Zealand is 
$29,000 (60% of median income), therefore the tax credits start to abate at a level not 
substantially higher than the poverty rate.  

• There was little in the budget for housing, which is a significant problem in the larger New 
Zealand cities.  Population growth in Auckland is forecast at 400,000 over the next 10 years, 
and the government will build only 25,700 houses over this time (net of older house stock that 
will be replaced).  This leaves a significant gap for the private sector to fill in a city where 
there is a significant shortage of land on which to build.   

• As rents have increased significantly in recent times, the budget also increases the 
accommodation supplement.  135,000 families will benefit from this. Depending on the city, 
the accommodation supplement maximum payment will increase by up to $80 per week.  
Students also benefit with increases in weekly payments up to $20.   

• There is some simplification build in to the scheme, whereby the Family Tax Credit rates will 
change so they are the same regardless of the age of the child.    

Lisa Marriott 
 
 
10 Financial Literacy Australia Grants 
 
The 2017 round of the Financial Literacy Australia (FLA) Grants program is now open, 
with $1.5 million in funding available in this round. 
 
FLA's priorities for the 2017 grant round are: 
(a) investment and/or superannuation 
(b) practical money management skills 
(c) women 
(d) vulnerable communities 
(e) independent evaluation 
(f) small business 
 
If you are a not-for-profit organisation or educational institution, you may be eligible for 
funding. For instance: 
(a) You may have a great existing program with demonstrated results that could be 
expanded to reach more people; 
(b) You may want to experiment with a new type of financial literacy program or 
resource; 
(c) You may want to evaluate an existing program to measure its impact and how it can 
be improved; or 
(d) You may have a proposal for research that will make a real difference. 
 
Visit finlit.org.au for more information on eligibility, selection criteria and the application 
process for the FLA Grants program. Apply by 30 June 2017. 
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11 Law Council scholarships  
 
The Law Council is offering three scholarships of $5,000 to early-career lawyers for 
research papers in the field of business law (tax, competition, or corporations law). 
 
The scholarships are aimed at persons at a junior stage of their career (< 4 years) in 
Australia, whether it be as a research student, practising lawyer, academic or member of 
the public service or corporate sector.  
 
To apply lawyers will need to submit an unpublished paper of no more than 10,000 words 
on a topic of relevance to the chosen scholarship field by 31 July 2017. 
 
See: http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/about-the-law-council-of-australia?id=21 
 
 
12 Inspector-General of Taxation Future of the tax profession – IGT review 
 
On 6 June 2017, the Inspector-General of Taxation (IGT), Mr Ali 
Noroozi, announced terms of reference for a review that will examine the future of the tax 
profession.  
“The tax profession has experienced significant change. The rate of this change is only 
expected to accelerate in future. Importantly, the profession is not alone as this change is 
driven by a global phenomenon. ‘Digital disruption' or digital technology through 
advancements such as artificial intelligence and robotics is changing the very fabric of our 
society – the way we work, communicate, do business and manage our social 
interactions," said Mr Noroozi. 
The review is deliberately forward-looking and seeks to raise awareness about the risks, 
challenges and opportunities presented by technological, social, policy and regulatory 
changes.  
The review will also look at the inter-relationship between members of the tax profession, 
the ATO and the Tax Practitioners Board, which regulates tax practitioners and financial 
advisers.  
Submissions are strictly confidential. Your submission should also address the terms of 
reference available on the IGT website: http://igt.gov.au/publications/reports-of-
reviews/review-into-the-future-of-the-tax-profession/ 
Submissions are due by 28 July 2017. 

 
 
13 Vacancies 
 
Research Fellow (Law), Oxford University Centre for Business Taxation  
Saïd Business School, Park End Street, Oxford  

Grade 8: £39,324 - £46,924 p.a.  

The Oxford University Centre for Business Taxation is a leading independent, 
interdisciplinary research centre that undertakes a broad research programme related to 
business taxation, including the impact of taxes on firm behaviour and the welfare effects 
of such behaviour, and the design of taxation and fiscal policy. For further information 
about the centre, please visit: www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/faculty-research/tax/about. 
The centre is seeking an outstanding researcher in law. The research fellow will be 
expected to carry out independent, high-quality academic research into business taxation 
under the guidance of the centre’s Director and other senior staff. Research output should 
primarily be aimed at leading peer-reviewed academic journals; however, researchers are 

http://taxinstitute.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=59eba50675aaae33d12f1f12c&id=1fc96bd0c8&e=0912facf5b
http://taxinstitute.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=59eba50675aaae33d12f1f12c&id=48b3692ecc&e=0912facf5b
http://taxinstitute.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=59eba50675aaae33d12f1f12c&id=8a0abb7809&e=0912facf5b
http://taxinstitute.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=59eba50675aaae33d12f1f12c&id=8a0abb7809&e=0912facf5b
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also expected to contribute to policy-related output. The postholder will contribute to the 
teaching on the MSc in taxation degree programme. The fellow will be expected to lead 
significant research projects and to make a significant contribution to research grant 
applications. 
You will probably have or be working towards a PhD, but highly experienced or 
differently qualified individuals in a relevant area will also be considered. 
You must also be capable of, and be enthusiastic about, contributing to the centre in a 
variety of ways, including: engaging in policy debate with government, business 
representatives and the media, and raising grant income. 
Applications for this vacancy are to be made online. Please submit a job market paper and 
two references with your application. To apply for this role and for further details, 
including a job description and person specification, please click on the link below. 
The closing date for applications is 12.00 noon on Monday 10 July 2017. Applicants 
should note that interviews are expected to be held on 18 July 2017. 

Contact 
Person :  

Tracy Fahey Vacancy 
ID :  

129415 

Contact 
Phone :  

 Closing 
Date :  

10-Jul-
2017 

Contact 
Email :  

fame.recruitment@sbs.ox.ac.uk 

  
<https://www.recruit.ox.ac.uk/pls/hrisliverecruit/erq_jobspec_version_4.display_form?p_
company=10&p_internal_external=E&p_display_in_irish=N&p_process_type=&p_appli
cant_no=&p_form_profile_detail=&p_display_apply_ind=Y&p_refresh_search=Y&p_re
cruitment_id=129415> 

 
**************** 

 
The National University of Singapore's Faculty of Law (NUS Law) is currently 
conducting a worldwide search for a Tax Law colleague to be appointed as the inaugural 
Sat Pal Khattar Professor of Tax Law. This is a new tenured chair professorship endowed 
by our alumnus, Mr. Sat Pal Khattar (Class of 1966).  
  
We are looking for a leading authority in the field of taxation, broadly construed, with a 
distinguished record of research and teaching in the area. Applications close 30 June 
2017. 
  
Full details of this professorship, including duties and responsibilities as well as the 
application procedure, can be found at the following link: 
http://law.nus.edu.sg/about_us/news/2017/Sat_Pal_Khattar_Professor_of_Tax%20Law.p
df 
  
I would be happy to address any queries you may have, including expectations on 
remuneration as well as questions about our law school (http://law.nus.edu.sg) and 
Singapore generally.  
  
Do write to me personally at alantan@nus.edu.sg or you may reply to this email with your 
enquiry. Please also forward this email to colleagues whom you think may be interested. 
 
 
14 Call for papers 
 
The Tax and Transfer Policy Institute is holding an interdisciplinary academic and policy 
conference on the future of company tax. 
In a time of political and economic flux, from Trump to Brexit, tax competition to base 
erosion and profit shifting, the company tax is hotly debated. How important is the 
company tax, at home and abroad? Is it broke and does it need fixing? What reform 

mailto:fame.recruitment@sbs.ox.ac.uk
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options are available, ideal or pragmatic? What difference will company tax reform make 
to revenues, jobs and growth? How can we design the company tax for small businesses 
and multinational giants; digital industries and the resources sector; startups and listed 
firms? What difference, if any, for low income and high income countries? And is 
international cooperation, or tax competitiveness, the way forward? 
 
Join us to debate one of the biggest tax policy challenges of the day, with keynote 
speakers including Professor Michael Devereux, Director of the Centre for Business 
Taxation at Oxford University and one of the architects of the Destination Cash Flow 
Corporate Tax that has been prominent in United States debates; and Professor David 
Rosenbloom of New York University School of Law, United States. 
 
Call for papers: We have limited places available at this conference for submitted papers 
on company tax reform, as indicated in the theme above. We invite submissions of 
scholarly papers from Australia and internationally. Interested authors should submit an 
abstract of no more than 200 words to tax.policy@anu.edu.au by Monday 31 May and 
will be notified by the end of May if the abstract is accepted. If the full paper is available, 
this may be submitted for consideration. If accepted, it is expected that a draft paper will 
be submitted by Monday 17 July (one week before the conference). Some funding is 
available to support travel and accommodation for successful authors to travel to the 
conference, on a discretionary basis. 
 
Questions should be sent to Professor Miranda Stewart, miranda.stewart@anu.edu.au or 
coordinator Diane Paul, tax.policy@anu.edu.au 

 
*********** 

 
Austaxpolicy.com Blog, TTPI Working Papers and Policy Briefs 
Both hosted and edited by the Tax and Transfer Policy Institute.  
 
Please follow us on Twitter @Austaxpolicy or sign up to our fortnightly email newsletter.  
 
Contributions encouraged and sought as Austaxpolicy Blog enters our second year of 
publishing short, accessible but not dumbed down articles based on your substantive 
research, recently published or in progress. If you like what you read, please distribute it 
among your networks and also circulate the Blog and this call for contributions to others 
who may be interested.  
 
We also seek well prepared and substantial Working Papers to publish in our series, 
from all disciplines, both on the website and on SSRN (where they will be promoted in 
tax, public policy lists). Please send your contribution to tax.policy@anu.edu.au for 
review. 
 
Finally, we seek Policy Brief for our series which provides an accessible and rigorous 
explanation of tax issues or concepts for policy-makers, students, academics and 
interested members of the public. Policy Briefs will be published as a numbered report in 
PDF format and also as Brief on the Austaxpolicy.com blog. Please contact us at 
tax.policy@anu.edu.au , we look forward to hearing from you. 
     

****************** 
 
 
15 ATTA people in the media  
 
Bain, Kathrin  
Lorkin, Julian ‘UNSW academics give their analysis of the 2017 Budget’, 16 May 2017  
http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/business-law/unsw-academics-give-their-analysis-
2017-budget and <https://soundcloud.com/unswbusiness/lecturer-kathrin-bain-taxation-
and-business-law-on-taxation-changes-in-the-budget> 
 

mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
mailto:tax.policy@anu.edu.au
http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/business-law/unsw-academics-give-their-analysis-2017-budget
http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/business-law/unsw-academics-give-their-analysis-2017-budget
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Sridaran, Maheswaran 
Patrick, Aaron & Tan, Su-Lin ‘Inside CPA’s migration business model’ Australian 
Financial Review 7 June 2017 pp 1, 35. Included a photo of Sridaran on p 1.  
 
Stewart, Miranda  
On the 2017-18 Budget, on QandA, 16 May 2017 and at the National press club, Women 
in Economics commentary on the Budget, 17 May 2017. 
Australian Financial Review, 16 May 2017, “Budget 2017: all about revenue, not reform” 
http://www.afr.com/news/policy/budget/budget-2017-all-about-revenue-not-reform-
20170516-gw5tnl  
 
 
16 Recent Australian tax cases 
 
The following cases are from the last month of Australian cases on tax and related 
matters, with the catchwords taken from the ATO <http://www.ato.gov.au>, AustLII 
<http://www.austlii.edu.au>, Federal Court <http://www.fedcourt.gov.au>, Victorian Bar 
Tax Bar Association <https://www.vicbar.com.au/public/bar-associations/tax/association-
news>, NSW CaseLaw <http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au> websites and BarNet Jade 
alerts.  
 
Federal Court of Australia 
 
Hacon v Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 659, Logan J - 13 June 2017 
 Income  tax  – private ruling – ruling on way in which in Commissioner’s opinion  tax  
law would apply to person in relation to arrangement – Judicial Review of Commissioner 
of  Taxation ’s declination to make private ruling – where Commissioner believed 
materials provided to Commissioner insufficient for giving of ruling – non-observance of 
statutory procedure for requesting of further information – jurisdictional error –  Taxation 
Administration Act 1953  (Cth), Pt 5-5, ss 357-10, 357-110, 359-60, 359-53   
 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v A & S Services Australia Pty Ltd (No 2) [2017] FCA 
663, Davies J - 14 June 2017 
Corporations – application that each of the defendants be wound up on the just and 
equitable ground pursuant to s 461(1)(k) of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth)   
 
News Australia Holdings Pty Ltd v Commissioner of Taxation [2017] FCA 645, Pagone J 
- 8 June 2017 
Taxation – method of accounting – whether income derived on receipts or accruals basis 
– whether accruals basis only to be applied to entities in the business of money lending – 
whether the lending money was an aspect of the taxpayer ’s business   
 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Galaxy S.à r.l. SICAR [2017] FCA 631, Moshinsky J 
- 2 June 2017 
Practice and procedure – service out of jurisdiction – application by Deputy 
Commissioner of Taxation in proceeding seeking recovery of tax -related liabilities – 
whether requirements for service out of the jurisdiction satisfied 
 
Hart v Commissioner of Taxation (No 3) [2017] FCA 571, Bromwich J - 26 May 2017 
Privilege – whether legal professional privilege waived in two opinions of senior counsel 
– where substance of the opinions was referred to in pleadings, submissions and evidence 
of the party seeking to maintain privilege in proceedings concerning the same subject 
matter – held: waiver of legal professional privilege established   
 
Hart v Commissioner of Taxation (No 4) [2017] FCA 572,  Bromwich J - 26 May 2017 
Income  tax  – appeal by  taxpayer  from objection decision disallowing objections to 
notice of assessment and notice of amended assessment – where Commissioner 
determined two amounts should have been included in applicant’s  taxable  income for 
the 1997 income year – applicant  taxpayer  was a principal of a law firm with a  tax  
advice practice – applicant  taxpay er had filed a  tax  return for total  taxable  income of 

http://www.afr.com/news/policy/budget/budget-2017-all-about-revenue-not-reform-20170516-gw5tnl
http://www.afr.com/news/policy/budget/budget-2017-all-about-revenue-not-reform-20170516-gw5tnl
http://www.ato.gov.au/
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$100 for the relevant year – whether first amount should have been included in  taxpayer 
’s assessable income per ss 95A(1), 97 and 101 and/or Part IVA of the  Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1936  (Cth) – whether the second amount should have been included in  
taxpayer ’s assessable income per Part IVA – whether penalties imposed by 
Commissioner ought be remitted or reduced – where appeal limited to one income year as 
a test case – held:  taxpayer  failed to demonstrate that assessments were excessive, ss 
95A(1), 97 and 101 applied to first amount, Part IVA applied to both amounts, penalties 
ought not be remitted or reduced   
 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Bean Temple Pty Ltd [2017] FCA 674, Gleeson J -   
25 May 2017 
Corporations – application to wind up company in insolvency – interlocutory application 
under s 440A(2) of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) for adjournment of winding up 
application refused by Registrar – application for review of Registrar’s decision pursuant 
to s 35A(6) of the Federal Court of Australia Act 1976 (Cth) – where adjournment sought 
to enable creditors to consider a proposed deed of company arrangement – where new 
evidence brought subsequent to order for winding up of company – application for review 
of Registrar’s decision granted   
 
Rambaldi (Trustee) v Commissioner of Taxation, in the matter of Alex (Bankrupt) [2017] 
FCA 567, North J - 25 May 2017 
Bankruptcy – preference under s 122 of Bankruptcy Act 1966 (Cth) – after-acquired 
property vests in trustees under s 58 of Bankruptcy Act 1966 (Cth) – whether loan 
agreement between third party and bankrupt to discharge debt to Commissioner was a 
transfer of property – alternatively, whether loan moneys vested in trustees – Held: loan 
agreement created a Quistclose trust – application dismissed. 
 
DFS Australia Pty Limited v The Comptroller-General of Customs [2017] FCA 547,  
Burley J - 22 May 2017 
Taxation – decision of Administrative Appeals Tribunal to affirm decision refusing 
claims for drawback of import duty on goods exported from Australia – whether applicant 
is the legal owner of the goods at the time they are exported – application of Customs 
Regulations 1926 (Cth) reg 134 and Sale of Goods Act 1923 (NSW) ss 22 and 23 
Statutory interpretation – correct construction of legal owner – consideration of the 
Customs Regulations 1926 (Cth) and the Customs Act 1901 (Cth) – whether expression 
“the legal owner” includes singular and plural   
 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal  
 
Morgan and Commissioner of Taxation [2017] AATA 811, Egon Fice, Senior Member - 
6 June 2017  
Egon Fice, Senior Member 
Taxation – review of objection decision - income  tax  – whether applicant reported 
correct amount of GST payable in quarterly  tax  periods - GST shortfall – whether 
applicant entitled to input  tax  credits claimed in BAS statements – administrative 
penalty for failure to take reasonable care – onus of proof – burden of proof not 
discharged by applicant – decision affirmed 
 
Victoria Supreme Court 
 
Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman Ltd v Commissioner of State Revenue [2017] 
VSC 286, Croft, J - 1 June 2017  
Payroll  tax  – Charitable institution – Public benefit – Dominant purpose – 
Telecommunications Dispute Resolution Service – Nature of characterisation – Effective 
activities for benefit of members of the public – Statute of Charitable Uses 1601 (Eng) 
(Statute of Elizabeth) –  Payroll Tax Act 2007 , s 48(1) and (2) –  Taxation 
Administration Act 1997 , Part 4 and Part 10 –  Taxation Administration Act 1997 , s 96. 
 
Western Australia Supreme Court 
 



14 
 

Deputy Commissioner of Taxation v Casley [2017] WASC 161, Le Miere J, 16 June 2017  
Practice and procedure - Summary judgment - Application for summary judgment 
brought by plaintiff - Whether summary judgment ought to be entered - Whether 
jurisdiction to hear claim - Turns on own facts 
Practice and procedure - Application to set aside writ of summons - Turns on own facts 
 
Colin Fong 
 
 
17 Tax and related meetings 
 
Local 
 
TTPI Research Seminar (June), Governing the Poor in New Zealand Associate 
Professor Lisa Marriott, Tuesday 27 June, 4.30pm – 5.30pm, Crawford School of 
Public Policy, Australian National University  
<https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/department-news/10361/ttpi-seminar-series-
governing-poor-new-zealand>  
 
Behavioural Economics, Nudging and Improving Tax Compliance, Associate 
Professor Simon James, Exeter University, 30 June 2017, UNSW – room TBA, 12.30-
2.00pm. RSVP: f.martin@unsw.edu.au for catering purposes as a light lunch will be 
provided. 
Abstract: This paper examines the contributions behavioural economics in general and 
‘nudging’ in particular can make to improving compliance with tax systems. Two broad 
approaches to promoting tax compliance are identified, one based on the assumption that 
taxpayers make ‘rational’ economic decisions with respect to their legal obligations and 
the other involving an understanding of a wider range of factors influencing taxpayers’ 
behaviour. It is shown that behavioural insights and ‘nudging’ have considerable potential 
to improve tax compliance further without some of the disadvantages that can be 
associated with an approach based on detection and penalties. 
 
The 8th Qld Tax Researchers' Symposium to be held 3 July 2017 at QUT in Brisbane 
Australia. You can now register to attend this event. This event brings together tax 
academics and research higher degree students to discuss and present their current 
research interests. Registration is open to academics with a research interest in tax, as 
well as research higher degree students who are currently undertaking an honours, 
Masters or PhD dissertation in a tax related topic.  
It is free to attend but numbers are limited and you need to register 
at:https://www2.eventsxd.com/event/2935/queenslandtaxresearchersymposium/register 
 
ALTA (Australasian Law Teachers Association) Conference, University of South 
Australia from 5-8 July 2017, on the theme of “Law on the Line”. The Call for Papers is 
now open, and registration was available from Monday 16th January. I would encourage 
all members of the Revenue Law Interest Group to attend – the Group has been very 
active in recent years, and will hopefully continue to grow. If you have any queries, 
please contact me by email or phone (0409.778.318). Robin Woellner 
<robin.woellner@jcu.edu.au> Convenor, ALTA Revenue Law Interest Group 
 
Festival of Outrageous Tax Ideas 2017 University of New South Wales School of 
Taxation and Business Law, UNSW CDB Campus, Thu. 13 July 2017 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
AEST 1 O'Connell St, Sydney, NSW 2000 <https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/festival-of-
outrageous-tax-ideas-2017-tickets-35031202269> 
 
What shall we do with Company tax? Barton Theatre, Level 1, JG Crawford Building 
132, Lennox Crossing, Australian National University, 24 - 25 July 2017. Registration is 
free but places are limited! 
Speakers include Michael Devereux, Oxford University; David Rosenbloom, New York 
University School of Law; Yariv Brauner, University of Florida; Graeme Cooper and 

https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/department-news/10361/ttpi-seminar-series-governing-poor-new-zealand
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/department-news/10361/ttpi-seminar-series-governing-poor-new-zealand
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Richard Vann, University of Sydney; John Taylor, University of Melbourne and many 
others. Contact Diane Paul diane.paul@anu.edu.au 02 61259318 
Registration at <https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/9553/what-
shall-we-do-company-tax> 
  
TTPI Research Seminar (July), Sheep, kangaroos, bunnies and hypocrisy: Australian 
international tax policy after the OECD’s BEPS Project Professor John Taylor, 
Thursday 20 July, 12.15pm – 1.30pm, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU 
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/10442/sheep-kangaroos-
bunnies-and-hypocrisy-australian-international-tax-policy  
 
The one-day Executive Education Introductory course at Crawford School on Gender 
analysis of public policy, Monday 31 July 2017, 9.30-4.30pm, led by Professor Miranda 
Stewart with Dr Monica Costa. More details are available  
<https://crawford.anu.edu.au/executive-education/course/introductory/9008/gender-
analysis-public-policy> 
 
The Great Tax Debate 
16 August 2017, the Australian Tax Research Foundation (ATRF) in conjunction with 
The Tax Institute will be running an all-day debate style seminar looking at various 
aspects of the tax system such as the future of imputation, returning CGT to its basic 
principles and ridding the GST system of so many tax-free classifications. Promises to be 
a highly controversial and stimulating day.  
You can register for the event via: 
https://eportal.taxinstitute.com.au/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=38519&utm_source=TaxV
ine&utm_campaign=0ea520e54e-
Taxvine130417&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_df128cff6f-0ea520e54e-97628397 
 
 
The 2018 ATTA conference will be hosted by Monash University (Melbourne) from 
17th January to 19 January 2018. 
The theme of the 2018 ATTA Conference is "Sharing the Burden- Tax Reform's Shifting 
Winners and Losers" 
The call for abstracts and registrations will be occurring later in 2017. 
For more information, please contact: 
• Ken Devos ken.devos@monash.edu    
• Diane Kraal diane.kraal@monash.edu or  
• Jon Teoh Jonathan.Teoh@monash.edu 
 
 
The Tax Institute’s website www.taxinstitute.com.au lists many conferences, 
conventions, seminars, and breakfast clubs. For further enquiries, contact Phillipa 
Cardigan (02) 8223 0045 or email phillipacardigan@taxinstitute.com.au or register online 
at www.taxinstitute.com.au  
Call the National Events team on 1300 733 842 for more details. 
Please contact the National Events Team on 1300 733 842 or by email, 
nationalevents@taxinstitute.com.au Follow us on Twitter @TaxInstituteOz.  
Danielle Thurston, Event and Member Services Executive The Tax Institute Phone: 02 
8223 0000; Direct: 02 8223 0014 Fax: 02 8223 0077 
daniellethurston@taxinstitute.com.au 
 
Overseas 
 
American Accounting Association Calls for paper website 
http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm  
 
Canadian Tax Foundation http://www.ctf.ca/ctfweb/en 
 
Institute for Fiscal Studies Conferences and seminars 
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml  

mailto:diane.paul@anu.edu.au
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/10442/sheep-kangaroos-bunnies-and-hypocrisy-australian-international-tax-policy
https://taxpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/10442/sheep-kangaroos-bunnies-and-hypocrisy-australian-international-tax-policy
http://aaahq.org/calls/default.cfm
http://www1.ifs.org.uk/conferences/index.shtml
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Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 2017 events: 
The topics of the seminar sessions and other events can always be found at 
www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw. Please see the website for most up-to-date information on them. 
• CEE Vienna International Tax Law Summer School 2017 - July 10 – 14, 2017 
 
18th annual Global Environmental Tax Conference, which is being hosted by the 
James E Rogers Law School, University of Arizona, from 28-29 September 2017  
<https://law.arizona.edu/gcet18-call-papersabstracts> 
 
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation. Various courses in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands or in Malaysia or elsewhere. For details, see http://www.ibfd.org The IBFD 
International Tax Academy (ITA) runs an extensive international course program. 
Generally all courses are held in Amsterdam. Should you require any further information 
or wish to register please refer to their web site www.ibfd.org or contact the International 
Tax Academy at +31-20-554 0160 or by e-mail ita@ibfd.org  
For courses go to http://www.ibfd.org/Training 
IBFD International Tax Courses - A selection of related courses in 2017 
Global VAT 26-29 June 2017, Amsterdam 
Global VAT – Specific Countries 28-29 June 2017, Amsterdam 
Tax Planning in Africa and the Middle East 4-7 July 2017, Amsterdam 
International Tax Aspects of Permanent Establishments 5-8 September 2017, Amsterdam 
Substance in International Tax Planning 11-13 September 2017, Singapore 
Tax Accounting 20-22 September 2017, Amsterdam 
Transfer Pricing Valuation 28-29 September 2017, Amsterdam 
For entire course portfolio, see <http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-
course?utm_source=course-promo-
april&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ITA0520-04-2015&utm_content=Course-
finder> 
See also http://www.ibfd.org/Training/Find-course 
 
International Fiscal Association Congresses http://www.ifa.nl/pages/default.aspx 
2017 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 27 August – 1 September <www.ifa2017rio.com.br> 
Subject 1: Assessing BEPS: Origins, Standards, and Responses 
Subject 2: The future of transfer pricing 
2018 Seoul, Korea, Rep of, 2 September – 6 September < www.ifaseoul2018.com> 
Subject 1: Seeking anti-avoidance measures of general nature and scope -GAAR and 
other rules: Do we need them, and what should they be like? 
Subject 2: Withholding tax+ 
2019 London, United Kingdom, 8 September- 13 September 
 
International Atlantic Economic Society (IAES) conference www.iaes.org for more 
information. Prof Dr M. Peter van der Hoek Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest, 
Romania and Erasmus University, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Mailing address: Erasmus 
University (L 7-20) P.O. Box 1738 NL-3000 DR Rotterdam Netherlands Phone/Fax: +31-
10-4081622 E-mail: vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl  
 
International Tax Planning Association Forthcoming meetings 
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html 
 
26th Annual Tax Research Network Conference, 4-6 September 2017, Bournemouth 
University, United Kingdom. The primary contact would be Dr Phyllis Alexander, of the 
organising team at Bournemouth University (palexander@bournemouth.ac.uk) - and 
people could also get in touch with TRN President (Jane.Frecknall-
Hughes@nottingham.ac.uk) < http://trn.taxsage.co.uk/conference-2> 
 
Other useful tax and law related conference websites include the  
International Bar Association: 
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx  

http://www.ibfd.org/
http://www.ibfd.org/
mailto:ita@ibfd.org
http://www.iaes.org/
mailto:vanderHoek@frg.eur.nl
http://www.itpa.org/meetings.html
http://www.ibanet.org/Conferences/conferences_home.aspx
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IBFD Course calendar 
http://www.ibfd.org/portal/app?bookmarkablePage=org.ibfd.portal.presentation.TaxCours
es  
International Events and Law Conferences 
http://internationaleventsandlawconferences.yolasite.com 
Conferences in Australia http://www.conferencealerts.com/country-
listing.php?page=1&ipp=All&country=Australia 
New South Wales Bar Association 
http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php  
Law Council of Australia 
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences 
Practising Law Institute http://www.pli.edu/ 
New York County Lawyers Association http://www.nycla.org  
American Bar Association Taxation CLE topics 
http://www.americanbar.org/cle/cle_courses_by_topic/taxation.html  
New York Bar Association http://www.nysba.org/  
Hieros Gamos Worldwide Law Events Calendar http://www.hg.org/legal-events.asp 
For Australian ones http://www.hg.org/legal-events-australia.asp 
For social sciences and humanities conferences, meetings etc, see Mind: The Meetings 
Index http://www.interdok.com/mind  
See also the magazine Australian Conference & Exhibition Diary, Vamosi Information 
Publication.  
  
 
18 Recent publications 
 
Bold indicates ATTA members. Readers are encouraged to notify the Editor of recently 
written publications for notification, in these pages. Please note some of the overseas 
publications listed may not yet be available locally.  
 
Local 
 
Austaxpolicy: The Tax and Transfer Policy Blog <http://www.austaxpolicy.com> Recent 
postings include: 
Could Other Countries Learn from Australia’s Charter of Budget Honesty? - Usman W 
Chohan, 13 June 2017  
An Update of GST in India - Sacchidananda Mukherjee, 08 June 2017    
Tax Avoidance: Rational Ignorance of Law -  Nigar Hashimzade, 06 June 2017  
Budget Forum 2017:  
Women in Economics: Tax, Transfers and Budget Fairness – Miranda Stewart 
Women in Economics: Housing in Budget 2017-18 – Rachel Ong 
Women in Economics: Federal Budget Reflections – Danielle Wood 
‘Black Economy’ a timely new focus for tax integrity measures – Joel Emery 
Welfare Changes stigmatise recipients and are sitting on shaky ground – Peter Whiteford 
Back to surplus? – Mathias Sinning 
Who will wear the bank levy? – John Freebairn 
No super fix to housing, or to super – Emily Millane 
Changes to HECS-HELP and University Funding – Bruce Chapman 
Federal budget is politically pragmatic but economically risky – John Hewson 
Bank levy – a tax in search of a rationale – David Ingles and Miranda Stewart 
A budget that invests in evidence? – Nicholas Biddle 
The excess burden of company tax – Chung Tran and Sebastian Wende 
The budget is too important to be hijacked by clever politics – John Hewson 
  
(2017) 4 (3) Australian Tax Law Bulletin  
General Editor’s introduction - Helen Hodgson  
Transitional rules to reset the cost base of assets that support pensions and TRIS in 
SMSFs using the proportionate method - Brett Davies  
Leasehold property and the deductibility of stamp duty - John McLaren and John 
Passant  

http://www.nswbar.asn.au/docs/professional/prof_dev/CPD/programme/index.php
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lawcouncil/index.php/conferences
http://www.pli.edu/
http://www.nycla.org/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.interdok.com/mind
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Revisiting Div 7A — a critique of the current ATO position - Vasilios (Bill) Mavropoulos  
 
Bain, Kathrin ‘FactCheck Q&A: does Australia have one of the highest progressive tax 
rates in the developed world?’ The Conversation 19 May 2017, reviewed by Helen 
Hodgson <https://theconversation.com/factcheck-qanda-does-australia-have-one-of-the-
highest-progressive-tax-rates-in-the-developed-world-77785> 
 
Coleman, Andrew ‘Housing, the ‘Great Income Tax Experiment’, and the 
intergenerational consequences of the lease’, University of Otago Economics Discussion 
Papers, Number 1709, 30 Apr 2017  
<http://www.otago.ac.nz/economics/otago642975.pdf> 
 
Coleman, William (ed) Only in Australia: the history, politics, and economics of 
Australian exceptionalism, Melbourne, Oxford University Press, 2016  
1: William O. Coleman: The Australian Exception 
2: Geoffrey Blainey: Australian Exceptionalism: A Personal View 
3: William O. Coleman: Theories of Australian Exceptionalism 
4: Greg Melleuish and Stephen A. Chavura: Utilitarianism contra Sectarianism: The 
Official and the Unauthorised Civic Religion of Australia 
5: Henry Ergas: Tocqueville, Hancock, and the Sense of History 
6: J.R. Nethercote: Australia's 'Talent for Bureaucracy' and the Atrophy of Federalism 
7: Phil Lewis: Australia's Industrial Relations Singularity 
8: William O. Coleman: Australia's Electoral Idiosyncrasies 
9: Jonthan Pincus: Socialism in Six Colonies: The Aftermath 
10: Adam Creighton: We must all be capitalists now: The Strange Story of Compulsory 
Superannnuation in Australia 
11: Richard Pomfret: Australia's Economic Mores through the Lens of the Professional 
Sports Industry: Individual Rights or State Paternalism? 
12: Peter Yule: The Industrialist, the Solicitor, and Mr Justice Higgins: Some 
Biographical Insights into the Harvester Case of 1907 
13: Nick Cater: Barons versus Bureaucrats: the History of the Grain Trade in North 
America and Australia 
14: J.R. Nethercote: Australia's Distinctive Governance: Westminster, Ottawa, and 
Canberra Differentiated 
15: Keith Rankin: Australia and New Zealand: Parallel and Divergent Paths 
 
Davis, Kevin ‘A better alternative to levying the bank tax’ The Conversation 13 June 
2017 <https://theconversation.com/a-better-alternative-to-levying-the-bank-tax-79334> 
 
Hodgson, Helen ‘With its 2017 budget the government is still discouraging women’ The 
Conversation 19 May 2017 <https://theconversation.com/with-its-2017-budget-the-
government-is-still-discouraging-women-77874> 
 
Inspector General of Taxation Review into the future of the tax profession. Media release, 
and Terms of reference <http://igt.gov.au> 
 
(2017) 19 (1) Journal of Australian Taxation  
Why the Australasian Tradition of Labour Defence is a Barrier to Universal Basic Income  
- Jonathan Barrett 
Digital Currency: Maybe a ‘Bit Player’ Now, but in the Longer Term A ‘Game Changer’ 
for Tax – Steven Stern 
 
Mortimore, Anna ‘Australia has stalled on car efficiency’ The Conversation 9 June 2017 
<https://theconversation.com/australia-has-stalled-on-car-efficiency-78920> 
 
National Foundation for Australian Women, Gender Lens on the Budget 2017, 
http://www.nfaw.org/gender-lens-on-the-budget/ contributions by Helen Hodgson and 
Miranda Stewart among many others. 
 

http://www.nfaw.org/gender-lens-on-the-budget/
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Ryan, Emma ‘Tax – a viable practice area in today’s legal market’, Lawyers Weekly 19 
May 2017 <https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/careers/21132-tax-a-viable-practice-area-
in-today-s-legal-
market?utm_source=Lawyers%20Weekly&utm_campaign=29_05_17&utm_medium=em
ail&utm_content=7> 
 
Stewart, Miranda ‘New tax treaty will close loopholes that allow multinationals to avoid 
tax’ The Conversation 13 June 2017 <https://theconversation.com/new-tax-treaty-will-
close-loopholes-that-allow-multinationals-to-avoid-tax-78595> 
 
Thomas, Rhydian and Windelov, Kirsten (ed) Progressive thinking: ten perspectives on 
tax, Wellington, New Zealand Public Service Association (PSA), 2017 
 <www.psa.org.nz/taxbooklet> 
Talking tax, with context and all that by Morgan Godfery 
2.History of tax policy in New Zealand by Lisa Marriott 
3.What my parents taught me about tax (and fairness) by Max Rashbrooke 
4.Taxing wealth by Bill Rosenberg 
5.Four tax myths that might pop up this year by Keith Ng 
6.Tax and the Social Contract by Bob Stephens 
7.Climate change and tax policy by Paul Young 
8.New Zealand’s tax settings in an international context by Terry Baucher 
9.Tax and family assistance by Susan St John 
10.A light touch on foreign trusts and companies by Shamubeel Eaqub 
 
 
Overseas 
 
International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation White Papers 
<http://fd7.formdesk.com/ibfd/WhitePaperRegistration> 
New Chinese Rules on Special Tax Investigation Adjustments and Mutual Agreement 
Procedures - Shiqi Ma 
Will Trump’s Tax Reform Make America Great Again? Aleksandra Bal 
OECD Multilateral Convention: Flexibility versus the BEPS Project - Adrián Grant Hap 
Trump’s Tax Plan - Mike Hammer 
Tax Rulings and State Aid Investigations: The Apple case - Aleksandra Bal 
US Treasury Department expresses concerns with European Commission’s State aid 
investigations - Wooje Choi 
European Union: Blacklists as a tool to fight tax avoidance - Aleksandra Bal 
EU Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive – Overview and some prospective effects - Oana Popa 
Tax Treaties: Time for a New Approach? Victor T Chew 
 
World Tax Journal Number 2 - 2017  
Tax Confidentiality: A Legislative Proposal at National Level - Anna-Maria Hambre 
Taxing Robots? From the Emergence of an Electronic Ability to Pay to a Tax on Robots 
or the Use of Robots - Xavier Oberson 
Profit Attribution to Dependent Agent Permanent Establishments in a Post-BEPS Era -  
Raffaele Petruzzi and Raphael Holzinger 
Abuse and Aggressive Tax Planning: Between OECD and EU Initiatives – The Dividing 
Line between Intended and Unintended Double Non-Taxation - Félix Daniel Martínez 
Laguna 
 
  
 
19 Quotable quotes 
 
“Fortescue Metals Group founder and billionaire Andrew “Twiggy” Forrest and his wife 
Nicola made the single biggest philanthropic donation by a living person in Australian 
history on Monday: $400m, to be distributed to several causes of the Forrests’ choosing. 
 
For that, they are to be congratulated. 
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But perhaps Andrew Forrest’s companies could have just paid more tax. 
 
Philanthropy from wealthy individuals is many things: generous, inspiring, and selfless. 
But it is also inherently undemocratic. It vests massive power in the hands of the giver to 
determine how much money is available and what causes merit support. 
 
This is not to say philanthropy has no role to play in a democracy. It does. But 
democracies cannot allow wealthy individuals and successful organisations to use 
philanthropy as a substitute for paying tax. That’s no longer democracy: it is oligarchy. 
 
Forrest and Fortescue Metals Group have demonstrated an aversion to paying tax. FMG 
officials told a Senate hearing in 2011 that the company had never paid company tax (but 
had paid $450m to $500m per year in mining royalties). 
 
In 2013, Forrest and FMG challenged the mining tax in the high court. They lost.” 
 
Source: Keneally, Kristina ‘Twiggy Forrest's philanthropy is great. But he could have just 
paid more tax’ The Guardian Australia 24 May 2017  
<https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/may/24/twiggy-forrests-
philanthropy-is-great-but-he-could-have-just-paid-more-tax>  
 

************* 
 
"We don't pay taxes. Only the little people pay taxes." 
 
Source: Leona Helmsley, from James, Geoffrey 130 Inspirational quotes about taxes  
<https://www.inc.com/geoffrey-james/130-inspirational-quotes-about-taxes.html> 
 

************* 
 
“Income tax returns are the most imaginative fiction being written today.” 
 
Source: Herman Wouk, from Khurana, Simran Tax quotes: funny tax quotes that unravel 
the mystery of income tax, Updated March 02, 2017 <https://www.thoughtco.com/tax-
quotes-and-sayings-2832808> 
 

************* 
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